
Season Overview

September 14 | Choral Evensong

October 13 | Arkansas Chamber Singers

October 18 | Janette Fishell, organ 

November 1 | Requiem by Duruflé

November 14 | Jane Gamble, organ

December 15 | Advent Lessons & Carols

January | Nathan Laube, organ

March 6 | Thomas Alexander, organ

July 12 | 30th Anniversary Celebration
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christchurchlr.org | 501.375.2342

For more information, contact
 arts@christchurchlr.org

CELEBRATING 30 YEARS OF
THE CHRIST CHURCH ORGAN

The organ at Christ Episcopal Church in Little 
Rock, Arkansas was constructed by Nichols and 
Simpson, Inc., Organbuilders of Little Rock. The 
instrument replaced a 1953 Möller designed by 
Ernest White. The new instrument incorporates 
some of the Möller pipework, though in a radically 
altered form. The construction and voicing of the 
instrument required a period of one year. The organ 
was completed in April 1990 and dedicated on July 
12, 1990.

The tonal design of the organ was influenced by 
the great French organs from the Romantic period, 
notably those of Cavaillé-Coll. The organ does not 
pretend to be an exact copy of anything; rather, it 
is eclectic in concept.

July 12, 2020 marks the thirtieth anniversary of 
our Nichols and Simpson pipe organ, and for the 
2019-2020 season of the Arts at Christ Church, 
we will celebrate the past thirty years of music 
making and the many more years to come. We 
will have four solo organ recitals through the year, 
and choral services that will specifically showcase 
our organ. On the day of the anniversary, we will 
commemorate our incredible instrument that 
evening with a service of Choral Evensong led by 
the Christ Church Choir.

For more information about contributing to the 
Arts at Christ Church or to the longevity of our 
Nichols and Simpson pipe organ, contact
arts@christchurchlr.org.

THE ARTS
AT CHRIST CHURCH

2019-2020 season

Altar, from Scenes from Christ Church, by John Kushmaul
displayed in the Christ Church Gallery, Summer 2019



Nathan Laube, organ
Date to be announced

As a part of their season, the Central Arkansas 
Chapter of the American Guild of Organists will 
hold a recital at Christ Church featuring Nathan 
Laube, an internationally acclaimed concert or-
ganist and Associate Professor of Organ at the 
Eastman School of Music at in Rochester, New 
York. This concert is made possible by the generosity 
of Dr. Richard Hixson in celebration of his birthday. 

Thomas Alexander, organ
Friday, March 6 at 7:30 pm

A Little Rock native, Thomas Alexander studied 
organ at Hendrix College before joining the 
the Christ Church staff as Associate Organist-
Choirmaster in 2018. Joining in on the year-
long celebration of our pipe organ, Alexander 
will play a Lenten themed program of works by 
Bach, Buxtehude, Pärt, Boulay, Demessieux, and 
Rheinberger.

Additional programs
In May 2020, the Arts at Christ Church will hold 
a cabaret fundraiser, filled with beautiful food and 
music, to help launch the upcoming season. In 
July 2020, we will offer the second annual Theatre 
Camp, a week-long theatre workshop for children 
entering grades 3-12. Look for more details about 
these opportunities as the season unfolds.

30th Anniversary Celebration
Sunday, July 12 at 6 pm

For more information, see inside cover.

Requiem by Maurice Duruflé
Friday, November 1 at 7 pm

In observance of All Saints’ Day, the Christ 
Church Choir will sing Maurice Duruflé’s great-
est work, Requiem, Op. 9, which features ancient 
chants from the mass for the departed, and fea-
tures a substantial accompaniment for the pipe 
organ. The choir will sing Duruflé’s work in the 
context of the Holy Eucharist, when the congre-
gation will honor the communion of saints, past, 
present, and yet to come. 

Jane Gamble, organ
Thursday, November 14 at 7:30 pm

A new Little Rock resident, Dr. Jane Gamble 
is a nationally respected organ teacher and an 
internationally renowned performer. A native of 
Memphis, Gamble served at St. Mary’s Episcopal 
Cathedral and Holy Communion Episcopal 
Church, while also teaching at Rhodes College. 
To help celebrate 30 years of our pipe organ, Dr. 
Gamble will play works by Bach, Bossi, Langlais, 
Mendelssohn, and others.

Advent Service of
Lessons and Carols
Sunday, December 15 at 6 pm

In observance of the Advent season, the Christ 
Church Choir will lead a service of Lessons 
and Carols. This liturgy offers several Biblical 
readings telling the promise of the Christ child, 
each one punctuated with a choral anthem or a 
congregational hymn. Thirty minutes before the 
service, Associate Organist-Choirmaster Thomas 
Alexander will perform organ works by Baroque 
composers for the Advent season.

Choral Evensong
and Organ Recital
Saturday, September 14 at 6 pm

Choral Evensong is the unique jewel of Anglican 
liturgy, uniting the greatest music and prayers 
of our tradition. In observance of Holy Cross 
Day, the Christ Church Choir will lead a service 
of Choral Evensong with music entirely from 
the English renaissance. Following the service, 
Thomas Alexander will play an organ recital with 
music by Buxtehude, Bach, Vierne, and Dupré.

Arkansas Chamber Singers
Sunday, October 13 at 3 pm

We’re big into “anniversaries” this year at Christ 
Church, and so is the Arkansas Chamber Singers. 
Celebrating their fortieth anniversary in this 
year’s season, the Arkansas Chamber Singers 
will perform one of their fall concerts at Christ 
Church, singing works by Joio, Mendelssohn, 
Gjeilo, and others. General admission is $15, 
and student admission is $10.

Janette Fishell, organ
Friday, October 18 at 7:30 pm

Together with the local chapter of the American 
Guild of Organists, Christ Church welcomes 
acclaimed organist Dr. Janette Fishell, chair of the 
organ department at the Jacobs School of Music 
in Indiana. To help kick-off our celebration of the 
30th anniversary of our pipe organ, Dr. Fishell 
will play works by works by Eben, Bach, Franck, 
and others, and she will conclude with Maurice 
Duruflé’s masterpiece, “Prelude, Adagio, and 
Choral Varié sur le theme de Veni Creator.”


